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Walt(er) Whitman (1819-1892)

American poet, journalist and essayist, best known for LEAVES OF GRASS (1855), which was occasionally banned, and the poems 'I Sing the Body Electric' and 'Song of Myself.' Whitman incorporated natural speech rhythms into poetry. He disregarded metre, but the overall effect has a melodic character. Harold Bloom has stated in The Western Canon (1994) that "no Western poet, in the past century and half, not even Browning, or Leopardi or Baudelaire, overshadows Walt Whitman or Emily Dickinson." / "Swiftly arose and spread around me the peace and joy and 
----knowledge that pass all the art and argument of the earth; 
And I know that the hand of God is the elderhand of my own, 
And I know that the spirit of God is the eldest brother of my own, 
And that all men ever born are also my brothers... and the 
----women my sisters and lovers." 
(from 'Song of Myself') / Walt Whitman was born in Long Island, New York, the son of a Quaker carpenter. Whitman's mother was descended from Dutch farmers. In Whitman's childhood there were slaves employed on the farm. Whitman was early on filled with a love of nature. He read classics in his youth and was inspired by writers such as Goethe, Hegel, Carlyle and Emerson. He left school early to become a printer's apprentice. He also in 1835 worked as a teacher and journeyman printer. After that he held a great variety of jobs while writing and editing for several periodicals, The Brooklyn Eagle from 1846 to 1848 and The Brooklyn Times from 1857 to 1858. In between he spent three months on a New Orleans paper, working for his father, and earning his living from undistinguished hack-work. / In New York Whitman witnessed the rapid growth of the city and wanted to write a new kind of poetry in tune with mankind's new faith, hopeful expectations and energy of his days. Another theme in 'Song of Myself' is suffering and death - he identified with Jesus and his fate: "In vain were nails driven through my hands. / I remember my crucifixion and bloody coronation / I remember the mockers and the buffeting insults / The sepulchre and the white linen have yielded me up / I am alive in New York and San Francisco, / Again I tread the streets after two thouand years." (from an early draft) The first edition of Leaves of Grass appeared in July 1855 at Whitman's own expense - he also personally had set the type for it - and the poem was about the writer himself. In the same year there also appeared Longfellow's The Song of Hiawatha, another great American epic. The third edition of Leaves was published during Whitman's wandering years in 1860. It was greeted with warm appreciation, although at first his work was not hugely popular. Ralph Waldo Emerson was among his early admirers and wrote in 1855: "I am very happy in reading it, as great power makes us happy." / When Whitman wrote the first edition, he knew little or nothing about Indian philosophy, but later critics have recognized Indian ideas expressed in the poems - words from the Sanskrit are used correctly in some of the poems written after 1858. Leaves of Grass also includes a group of poems entitled 'Calamus', which has been taken as reflection of the poet's homosexuality, although according to Whitman they celebrated the 'beautiful and sane affection of man for man'. According to some sources, Whitman had only one abortive attempt at a sexual relationship, presumably homosexual, in the winter of 1859-60. / During the Civil War Whitman worked as a clerk in Washington. When his brother was wounded at Fredericksburg, Whitman went there to care for him and also for other Union and Confederate soldiers. The Civil War had its effect on the writer, which is shown in his prose MEMORANDA DURING THE WAR (1875) and in the poems published under the title of DRUM-TAPS in 1865. In SEQUEL TO DRUM.TAPS (1865-66) appeared the great elegy on President Abraham Lincoln, 'When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd'. Another famous poem published about the death of Lincoln is 

'O Captain! My Captain!'. / 
"Exult O shores, and ring O bells! 
But I with mournful tread, 
Walk the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead." 

(from 'O Captain, My Captain') / On the basis of his services Whitman was given a clerkship in the Department of the Interior. He transferred then to the attorney general's office, when his chief labelled Leaves of Grass an indecent book. "I wear my hat as I please indoors or out. I find no sweeter fat than sticks to my own bones. I am the man, I suffered, I was there. Do I contradict myself? Very well then I contradict myself. Passage to India. I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world. A woman waits for me. When I give I give myself. The long brown path before me leading wherever I choose. The never-ending audacity of elected persons. Pioneers! o Pioneers!" In England Whitman's work was better received - among his admirers were Alfred Tennyson and Dante Gabriel Rossetti. A paralytic attack in 1873 forced Whitman to give up his work. At the age of sixty-four he settled in a little house on Mickle Street in Camden, New Jersey, where he spent almost the rest of his life. He was taken care of by a widow he had befriended. His reputation, which was shadowed by his outspokenness on sexual matters, began to rise after recognition in England by Swinburne, Mrs Gilchrist, and E. Carpenter. / A story of Whitman's later years, told by a publisher, reveals that the author did not lose his self-esteem during his last years. Whitman had entered with his ruffled beard and sombrero the lobby of the Hotel Albert in New York and every man in it raised his newspaper to hide his face from the author. He turned and went out. The publisher, for some reason, followed him and asked who he was. The man said: "I am Walt Whitman. If you'll lend me a dollar, you will be helping immortality to stumble on." (from The March of Literature by Ford Madox Ford, 1938) Jorge Luis Borges has seen Whitman as the hero of his epic, a character he yearned to be: "Thus, on one page of the work, Whitman is born on Long Island; on others, in the South. Thus, in one of the mostly authentic sections of "Song of Myself," he relates a heroic episode of the Mexican War and says he heard the story told in Texas, a place he never went." (from The Total Library, 1999) / In 1881 there appeared a newly augmented edition of Leaves of Grass. The following year Whitman published SPECIMEN DAYS AND COLLECT, and in 1888 a collection of his newspaper pieces, NOVEMBER BOUGHS, was published. His final volume was the 'Deathbed' edition of Leaves of Grass, which he prepared in 1891-92. It concludes with the prose piece 'A Backward Glance O'er Travel'd Roads', in which he attempts to explain his life and work. Whitman died on March 26, 1892, in Camden. / Whitman's wavelike verse and his fresh use of language helped to liberate American poetry. He wanted to be a national bard, his prophetic note echoed, among other books, the Bible, but his erotic candor separated him from conventionally romantic poets. He also boasted that he was 'non-literary and non-decorous' - which perhaps was not really true. When he urged the Muse to forget the matter of Troy and develop new themes, he knew what the matter of Troy was. / Leaves of Grass was first presented as a group of 12 poems, and followed by five revised and three reissued editions during the author's lifetime. Whitman maintained that a poet's style should be simple and natural, without orthodox meter or rhyme. The poems were written to be spoken, but they have great variety in rhythm and tonal volume. The central theme arises from Whitman's pantheistic view of life, from symbolic identification of regeneration in nature. - Whitman's use of free verse had a deep influence on poetry. He was a great inspiring example for the beat-generation (Ginsberg, Kerouac etc.) .In the introduction of the work Whitman wrote: "The art of art, the glory of expression and the sunshine of the light of letters is simplicity. Nothing is better than simplicity... nothing can make up for excess or for the lack of definiteness. To carry on the heave of impulse and pierce intellectual depths and give all subjects their articulations are powers neither common nor very uncommon. But to speak in literature with the perfect rectitude and insouciance of the movements of animals and the unimpeachableness of the sentiment of trees in the woods and grass by the roadside is the flawless triumph of art." / Selected works:/ FRANKLIN EVANS, 1842 / LEAVES OF GRASS, 1855 (first edition) - Ruohoa, suom. Arvo Turtiainen / SEQUEL TO DRUM.TAPS, 1865 / DEMOCRATIC VISTAS, 1871 / MEMORANDA DURING THE WAR, 1875 / SPECIMEN DAYS & COLLECT, 1882-83 / NOVEMBER BOUGHS, 1888 / COMPLETE WRITINGS, 10 vol., 1902 / CORRESPONDENCE, 1961-69 (4 vols., ed. by E.H. Miller) / PROSE WORKS, 1963-64 (2 vols., ed. by F. Stoval) / DAYBOOKS AND NOTEBOOKS, 1978 / WALT WHITMAN: POETRY AND PROSE, 1982 (ed. by Justin Kaplan) / CORRESPONDENCE 1886-1889, 1989 / CORRESPONDENCE 1890-1892, 1989 / THE JOURNALISM: 1834-1846, 1998 / / 

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
A major American poet, who worked first as an Unitarian priest. In his hometown, Concord, Emerson founded a literary circle called New England Transcendentalism, a hodgepodge of fashionable thoughts, in which participated among others Nathaniel Hawthorne and Henry Thoreau. During his travels in England he met Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Thomas Carlyle, with whom he maintained a lifelong correspondence from the 1830s and whose opinions of the importance of great historical figures influenced his own writings. Later Emerson became involved in the antislavery movement and worked for women's rights. / 

CHARACTER 
The sun set, but set not his hope: 
Stars rose; his faith was earlier up: 
Fixed on the emormous galaxy, 
Deeper and older seemed his eye; 
And matched his sufferance sublime 
The taciturnity of time. 
He spoke, and words more soft than rain 
Brought the Age of Gold again: 
His action won such reverance sweet 
As hid all measure of the feat. / 

Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston, Massachusetts. Most of his ancestors were clergymen as his father. He was educated in Boston and Harvard, like his father, and graduated in 1821. While at Harvad, he began keeping a journal, which became a source of his latwer lectures, essays, and books. In 1825 he began to study at the Harvard Divinity School and next year he was licensed to preach by the Middlesex Association of Ministers. In 1829 Emerson married the seventeen-year-old Ellen Louisa Tucker, who died in 1831 from tuberculosis. Emerson's first and only settlement was at the important Second Unitarian Church of Boston, where he became sole pastor in 1830. Three years later he had a crisis of faith, finding that he "was not interested" in the rite of Communion. Her once remarked, that if his teachers had been aware of his true thoughts, they would not have allowed him to become a minister. Eventually Emerson's controversial views caused his resignation. However, he never ceased to be both teacher and preacher, although without the support of any concrete idea of God. / Emerson traveled to Europe in 1832. He met William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Thomas Carlyle, whith whom he corresponded for half a century. Much later the English writer Algernon Charles Swinburne (1837-1909) did not share the admiration which his countrymen had for Emerson - he called Emerson "a wrinkled baboon, a man first hoisted into notoriety on the shoulders of Carlyle, and who now spits and sputters on a filthier platform of his own finding and fouling." After returning to the United States, he lectured on natural history, biology, and history. In 1835 Emerson married Lydia Jackson and settled with her at the east end of the village of Concord, Massachusetts, where he then spent the rest of his life. Emerson's first book, NATURE, a collection of essays, appeared when he was 33 and summoned up his ideas. Emerson emphasized individualism and rejected traditional authority. He invited to "enjoy an original relation to the universe," and emphasized "the infinitude of the private man." All creation is one, he believed - people should try to live a simple life in harmony with nature and with others. "... the currents of the Universal Being circulate through me; I am part or particle of God," he wrote in Nature. His lectures 'The American Scholar' (1837) and 'Address at Divinity College' (1838) challenged the Harvard intelligentsia and warned about a lifeless Christian tradition. He was ostracized by Harvad for many years, but his message attracted young disciples, who joined the informal Transcendental Club, organized in 1836 by the Unitarian clergyman F.H. Hedge. / "Nature's dice are always loaded."
"The corruption of man is followed by corruption of language."/ In 1840 Emerson helped Margaret Fuller to launch The Dial (1840-44), an open forum for new ideas on the reformation of society. He published in 1841 a selection of his earlier lectures and writings under the title ESSAYS. It was followed by ESSAYS: SECOND SERIES (1844), a collection of lectures annexed to a reprint of NATURE (1849), and REPRESENTATIVE MEN (1850). In these writings Emerson encouraged his readers to trust instinct, use their potential talents for authentic self-discovery as the great men have done, and perceive Nature as a source of inspiration and great truths. In the 1850s he started to gain success as a lecturer and his books became a source of moderate income. His ENGLISH TRAITS, a summary of English character and history, appeared in 1856. / Other later works include CONDUCT OF LIFE (1860), SOCIETY AND SOLITUDE (1870), a selection of poems called PARNASSUS (1874), and LETTERS AND SOCIAL AIMS, edited by J.Elliot Cabot (1876). Emerson's heath started fail after the partial burning of his house in 1872. He made his last tour abroad in 1872-1873, and then withdrew more and more from public life. Emerson died on April 27, 1882 in Concord. In the 1880s appeared posthumously MISCELLANIES (1884), a collection of political speeches, and LECTURES AND BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES (1884). / As an essayist Emerson was a master of style. "Emerson is God," declared the literary theorist Harold Bloom once, and testified with this the importance of Emerson to American literature. Many of his phrases have long since passed into common English parlance: 'a minority of one', 'the devil's attorney', 'a foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds'. His essays have speech like character and a prophetic tone, a sermon like quality, often linked to his practice as an Unitarian minister. Emerson's aim was not merely to charm his readers, but encourage them to cultivate 'self-trust', to become what they ought to be, and to be open to the intuitive world of experience. In his essay 'Books' Emerson advised to avoid mediocrities: "Be sure, then to read no mean books. Shun the spawn of the press of the gossip of the hour. Do not read what you shall learn, without asking, in the street and the train. Dr. Johnson said, "he always went into stately shops" and good travellers stop at the best hotels; for, though they cost more, they do not cost much more, and there is the good company and the best information. In like manner, the scholar knows that the famed books contain, first and last, the vest thoughts and facts. Now and then, by rarest luck, in some foolish Grub Street in the gem we want. But in the best circles is the best information. If you should transfer the amount of your reading day by day from the newspapers to the standard authors - But who dare speak such a thing." Emerson encouraged American scholars to break free of European influences and create a new American culture. He had formulated this idea in the mid-1830s in a Phi Beta Kappa address, which Oliver Wendell Holmes (Sr.) hailed as "our intellectual Declaration of Independence." / Selected works: / NATURE, 1836 / POEMS, 1840 / ESSAYS, 1841 - included 'Self-Reliance,' which made Emerson internationally famous - suom. Esseitä / POEMS, 1847 / REPRESENTANTIVE MEN, 1850 - contains biographies of Plato, Swedenborg, J.W. von Goethe, Michel de Montaigne,William Shakespeare, Napoleon - suom. Suuria miehiä / SOCIETY AND SOLITUDE, 1870 / NATURAL HISTORY OF INTELLECT, 1893 / EMERSON'S LITERARY CRITICISM, 1979 / SELECTED ESSAYS, 1982 / COMPLETE SERMONS, 1989-91 (4 vols.) / SELF-RELIANCE, AND OTHER ESSAYS, 1993 / NATURE AND OTHER WRITINGS, 1994 / ANTISLAVERY WRITINGS, 1995 

Henry D(avid) Thoreau (1817-1862) 

American essayist, poet, and practical philosopher, best-known for his autobiographical story of life in the woods, WALDEN (1854). Thoreau became one of the leading personalities in New England Transcendentalism. He wrote tirelessly but earned from his books and journalism little. Thoreau's CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE (1849) influenced Gandhi in his passive resistance campaigns, Martin Luther King, Jr., and at one time the politics of the British Labour Party. 

"For many years I was self-appointed inspector of snowstorms and rainstorms, and did my duty faithfully, through I never received one cent for it." (Journal, February 22, 1845-1847 - no year in Thoreau's dateline) 

Henry David Thoreau was born in Concord, Massachusetts, which was center of his life, although he spent several years in his childhood in the neighboring towns and later elsewhere. Thoreau studied at Concord Academy (1828-33), and at Harvard University, graduating in 1837. He was teacher in Canton, Massachusetts (1835-36), and at Center School (1837), resigning after two weeks. In 1835 he contracted tuberculosis and suffered from recurring bouts throughout his life.

From 1837-38 Thoreau worked in his father's pencil factory, and later in 1844 and 1849-50. He opened with his brother John a school in Concord and taught there in 1838-41 until his brother became fatally ill. From 1848 he was a regular lecturer at Concord Lyceym. He also worked as a land surveyor.

A decisive turning point in Thoreau's life came when he met Ralph Waldo Emerson in Concord. He was a member of Emerson household from 1841 to 1843, earning his living as a handyman. In 1843 he was a tutor to William Emerson's sons in Staten Island, New York, and in 1847-48 he again lived in Emerson's house. 

In 1845 Thoreau built a home on the shores of Walden Point for twenty-eight dollars, and described his observations and speculations in A WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACK RIVERS (1849). The account was based on a trip he took with his brother in 1839. Thoreau's first book sold poorly and he remarked, "I have now a library of nearly nine hundred volumes, over seven hundred of which I wrote myself." Thoreau's most famous essay, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE (1849), was a result of a overnight visit in 1846 in a jail, when he refused to pay his taxes in protest against the Mexican War and the extension of slavery. Later Thoreau lectured and wrote about the evils of slavery and helped fleeing slaves. In his famous statement, "the mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation," he crystallized his idea to be the one who has the courage to live, to stand against the trends of his own time. 

Walden; or, Life in the Woods described a two-year period in Thoreau's life from March 1845 to September 1847. From the Fourth of July, the author retired from the town to live alone at Walden Pond. Much of Walden's material was derived from his journals and contains such pieces as 'Reading' and 'The Pond in the Winter.' "We are a race of titmen, and soar but a little higher in our intellectual flights than the columns of the daily paper" Thoreau wrote in 'Reading in Walden.' Other famous sections involve Thoreau's visits with a Canadian woodcutter and with an Irish family, a trip to Concord, and a description of his bean field. Although Walden has become an inspiration to all those who want to escape civilization, Thoreau himself took with him seed, lumber, clothes, nails, and other devices to survive - and his friends helped him to put the roof on his hut. 

"We are underbred and low-lived and illiterate; and in this respect I confess I do not make any very broad distinction between the illiterateness of my own townsman who cannot read at all and the illiterateness of him who has learned to read only what is for children and feeble intellects." 
Although Thoreau never earned a living by his writings, his works fill 20 volumes. Among his many correspondence friends was H.G.O. Blake, once a Unitarian minister and later attached to the Transcendentalist, whom he wrote in December 1856: "I am grateful for what I am & have. My thanksgiving is perpetual. It is surprising how contended one can be with nothing definite - only a sense of existance." Aware that he was dying of tuberculosis, Thoreau cut short his travels and returned to Concord, where he prepared some of his journals for publication. He died at Concord on May 6, 1862. His letters were edited by his friend Emerson and published posthumously in 1865. POEMS OF NATURE appeared in 1895 and COLLECTED POEMS in 1943. Thoreau's collection of journals was published in 1906 in 14 volumes.

Light-winged Smoke! Icarian bird, 
Melting thy pinions in thy upward flight, 
Lark without song, and messenger of dawn, 
Circling above the hamlets as thy nest; 
Or else, departing dream, and shadowly form 
Of midnight vision, gathering up thy skirts; 
By night star-veiling, and by day 
Darkening the light and blotting out the sun; 
Go thou my incense upward from this hearth, 
And ask the gods to pardon this clear flame. 
Thoreau's primary genre was essay, and his fascination with his natural surroundings is reflected in many of his writings dealing with totally different subjects. 'Natural History of Massachusetts' includes poetry, describes the Merrimack River, and discusses the best technique for spear-fishing. In 'Resistance to Civil Government', often reprinted with the title 'Civil Disobedience', Thoreau recommends disobeying unjust laws. "I think that we should be men first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right." Many readers have pointed out that in 'Slavery in Massachusetts' Thoreau's defense of John Brown, when he raided 

JOSÉ JULIÁN MARTÍ Y PÉREZ  28.1.1853, Havana 19.5 1895, Dos Ríos
(b. Jan. 28, 1853, Havana, Cuba--d. May 19, 1895, Dos Ríos), poet and essayist, patriot and martyr, who became the symbol of Cuba's struggle for independence from Spain. His dedication to the goal of Cuban freedom made his name a synonym for liberty throughout Latin America. As a patriot, Martí organized and unified the movement for Cuban independence and died on the battlefield fighting for it. As a writer, he was distinguished for his personal prose and deceptively simple, sincere verse on themes of a free and united America.  Educated first in Havana, Martí had published several poems by the age of 15, and at age 16 he founded a newspaper, La patria libre ("The Free Fatherland"). During a revolutionary uprising that broke out in Cuba in 1868, he sympathized with the patriots, for which he was sentenced to six months of hard labour and, in 1871, deported to Spain. There he continued his education and his writing, receiving both an M.A. and a degree in law from the University of Zaragoza in 1874 and publishing political essays. He spent the next few years in France, in Mexico, and in Guatemala, writing and teaching, and returned to Cuba in 1878.  Because of his continued political activities, however, Martí was again exiled from Cuba to Spain in 1879. From there he went to France, to New York City, and, in 1881, to Venezuela, where he founded the Revista Venezolana ("Venezuelan Review"). The politics of his journal, however, provoked Venezuela's dictator, Antonio Guzmán Blanco, and Martí returned that year to New York City, where he remained, except for occasional travels, until the year of his death.  Martí continued to write and publish newspaper articles, poetry, and essays. His regular column in La nación of Buenos Aires made him famous throughout Latin America. His poetry, such as the collection Versos libres (1913; "Free Verses"), written between 1878 and 1882 on the theme of freedom, reveals a deep sensitivity and an original poetic vision. Martí's essays, which are considered by most critics his greatest contribution to Spanish-American letters, helped to bring about innovations in Spanish prose and to promote better understanding among the American nations. In essays such as Emerson (1882), Whitman (1887), Nuestra América (1881; "Our America"), and Bolívar (1893), Martí expressed his original thoughts about Latin America and the United States in an intensely personal style that is still considered a model of Spanish prose. His writings reflect his exemplary life, his kindness, his love of liberty and justice, and his deep understanding of human nature. Collections of English translations of Martí's writings are Inside the Monster: Writings on the United States and American Imperialism (1975); Our America: Writings on Latin America and the Cuban Struggle for Independence (1978); and On Education (1979)--all edited by Philip Foner.  In 1892 Martí was elected delegado ("delegate"; he refused to be called president) of the Partido Revolucionario Cubano ("Cuban Revolutionary Party") that he had helped to form. Making New York City the centre of operations, he began to draw up plans for an invasion of Cuba. He left New York for Santo Domingo on Jan. 31, 1895, accompanied by the Cuban revolutionary leader Máximo Gómez and other compatriots. They arrived in Cuba to begin the invasion on April 11. Martí's death a month later in battle on the plains of Dos Ríos, Oriente province, came only seven years before his lifelong goal of Cuban independence was achieved. 

Martí, José Julián, 

in full JOSÉ JULIÁN MARTÍ Y PÉREZ (b. Jan. 28, 1853, Havana, Cuba--d. May 19, 1895, Dos Ríos), poet and essayist, patriot and martyr, who became the symbol of Cuba's struggle for independence from Spain. His dedication to the goal of Cuban freedom made his name a synonym for liberty throughout Latin America. As a patriot, Martí organized and unified the movement for Cuban independence and died on the battlefield fighting for it. As a writer, he was distinguished for his personal prose and deceptively simple, sincere verse on themes of a free and united America. Educated first in Havana, Martí had published several poems by the age of 15, and at age 16 he founded a newspaper, La patria libre ("The Free Fatherland"). During a revolutionary uprising that broke out in Cuba in 1868, he sympathized with the patriots, for which he was sentenced to six months of hard labour and, in 1871, deported to Spain. There he continued his education and his writing, receiving both an M.A. and a degree in law from the University of Zaragoza in 1874 and publishing political essays. He spent the next few years in France, in Mexico, and in Guatemala, writing and teaching, and returned to Cuba in 1878. Because of his continued political activities, however, Martí was again exiled from Cuba to Spain in 1879. From there he went to France, to New York City, and, in 1881, to Venezuela, where he founded the Revista Venezolana ("Venezuelan Review"). The politics of his journal, however, provoked Venezuela's dictator, Antonio Guzmán Blanco, and Martí returned that year to New York City, where he remained, except for occasional travels, until the year of his death. Martí continued to write and publish newspaper articles, poetry, and essays. His regular column in La nación of Buenos Aires made him famous throughout Latin America. His poetry, such as the collection Versos libres (1913; "Free Verses"), written between 1878 and 1882 on the theme of freedom, reveals a deep sensitivity and an original poetic vision. Martí's essays, which are considered by most critics his greatest contribution to Spanish-American letters, helped to bring about innovations in Spanish prose and to promote better understanding among the American nations. In essays such as Emerson (1882), Whitman (1887), Nuestra América (1881; "Our America"), and Bolívar (1893), Martí expressed his original thoughts about Latin America and the United States in an intensely personal style that is still considered a model of Spanish prose. His writings reflect his exemplary life, his kindness, his love of liberty and justice, and his deep understanding of human nature. Collections of English translations of Martí's writings are Inside the Monster: Writings on the United States and American Imperialism (1975); Our America: Writings on Latin America and the Cuban Struggle for Independence (1978); and On Education (1979)--all edited by Philip Foner. In 1892 Martí was elected delegado ("delegate"; he refused to be called president) of the Partido Revolucionario Cubano ("Cuban Revolutionary Party") that he had helped to form. Making New York City the centre of operations, he began to draw up plans for an invasion of Cuba. He left New York for Santo Domingo on Jan. 31, 1895, accompanied by the Cuban revolutionary leader Máximo Gómez and other compatriots. They arrived in Cuba to begin the invasion on April 11. Martí's death a month later in battle on the plains of Dos Ríos, Oriente province, came only seven years before his lifelong goal of Cuban independence was achieved.

Vitier, Cintio, 1921, Key West 1921

Cintio also spelled CYNTHIO (b. 1921, Key West, Fla., U.S.), Cuban poet, anthologist, critic, and scholar of Cuban poetry. Vitier began as a writer of extremely difficult, hermetic poetry. His poetry until Canto Llano (1954; "Clear Song") was primarily concerned with the nature of poetry, the function of memory, and the intricate role of language in the creative process. The essay "Poética" (1961) is a lucid exposition of his artistic credo. With the advent of the Castro revolution, Vitier radically changed his poetic style. His poems became direct, clear, and accessible to most readers. Some critics assert that he captured the spirit of the revolution without resorting to propaganda. His poetic work was collected in Vísperas (1953; "Vespers") and Testimonios (1968). He compiled three anthologies of Cuban poetry, and his study Lo cubano en la poesía (1958; "The Cuban in Poetry") reveals the depth of his critical intuition. His literary essays, especially those on the works of José Martí, contributed to his reputation as one of the most important and influential scholars of Latin-American literature.

Estrada Palma, Tomás 9,7,1835, n.Bayamo 14,11, 1908, Oriente province

(b. July 9, 1835, near Bayamo, Cuba--d. Nov. 14, 1908, Oriente province), first president of Cuba, whose administration was noted for its sound fiscal policies and progress in education.  As a general in the revolutionary army, Estrada Palma served during the Ten Years' War (1868-78) against Spain and became president of the provisional government in 1875. He was captured by the Spanish in 1877. Upon his release he moved to Orange County, New York, to become principal of the Central Valley School for Boys. From that base he led the Cuban junta in New York City and later, on the death of José Martí, became the actual head of the revolution.  After the Spanish-American War (1898) the United States turned the island over to the Cubans (1902), and Estrada Palma became president. He had aligned himself with no party, nor had he campaigned for the position, returning to Cuba only after the election. In the 1905 election Estrada Palma was forced by the need for the cooperation of Congress to align himself with a political party--the Conservatives (later known as the Moderates). The opposition Liberals accused the Conservatives of using fraudulent means to win the election, and the revolution of 1906 followed. Estrada Palma resigned in September, and the United States intervened, taking temporary control.

Arenas, Reinaldo 1943 - 1990

(b. July 16, 1943, Holguín, Oriente, Cuba--d. Dec. 7, 1990, New York, N.Y., U.S.) Cuban-born writer of extraordinary and unconventional novels who fled persecution and immigrated to the United States. As a teenager Arenas joined the revolution that brought Fidel Castro to power in 1959. He moved to Havana in 1961 and became a researcher in the José Martí National Library (1963-68), an editor for the Cuban Book Institute (1967-68), and a journalist and editor for the literary magazine La Gaceta de Cuba (1968-74). His first novel, the award-winning Celestino antes del alba (1967; Singing from the Well), was the only one of his novels to be published in Cuba. His second and best-known novel, El mundo alucinante (1969; Hallucinations: Being an Account of the Life and Adventures of Friar Servando Teresa de Mier; also published as The Ill-Fated Peregrinations of Fray Servando), was smuggled out of the country and first published in French. During the 1970s, Arenas was imprisoned for his writings and open homosexuality. In 1980 Arenas escaped (during the mass exodus from the port of Mariel) to the United States. There he finally published Otra vez el mar (1982; Farewell to the Sea), the manuscript of which had been confiscated by the Cuban government. His other novels included La vieja Rosa (1980; Old Rosa); Necesidad de liberdad (1986), a book of lectures and essays; La loma del ángel (1987; Graveyard of the Angels); and El portero (1988; The Doorman). Suffering from AIDS, Arenas committed suicide in 1990. Some of his posthumously published works are Viaje a La Habana: novela en tres viajes (1990; "Journey to Havana: A Novel in Three Trips") and Antes que anochezca: autobiografía (1992; Before Night Falls). 

Cuban Independence Movement, 

nationalist uprising in Cuba against Spanish rule. It began with the unsuccessful Ten Years' War (Guerra de los Diez Años; 1868-78) and culminated in the U.S. intervention that ended the Spanish colonial presence in the Americas (see Spanish-American War). Dissatisfied with the corrupt and inefficient Spanish administration, lack of political representation, and high taxes, Cubans in the eastern provinces united under the wealthy planter Carlos Manuel de Céspedes, whose declaration of independence in October 1868 (El Grito de Yara, "The Cry of Yara") signaled the beginning of the Ten Years' War, in which 200,000 lives were lost. Céspedes had the support of landowners, whose main interest was economic and political independence from Spain, whereas the farmers and labourers were more concerned with the immediate abolition of slavery and greater political power for the common man. In 1876 Spain sent General Arsenio Martínez Campos to crush the revolution. Lacking organization and significant outside support, the rebels agreed to an armistice in February 1878 (Pact of Zanjón), the terms of which promised amnesty and political reform. A second uprising (La Guerra Chiquita, "The Little War"), engineered by Calixto García, began in August 1879 but was quelled by superior Spanish forces in autumn 1880. Spain gave Cuba representation in the Cortes (parliament) and abolished slavery in 1886. Other promised reforms, however, never materialized. In 1894 Spain canceled a trade pact between Cuba and the United States. The imposition of more taxes and trade restrictions prodded the economically distressed Cubans in 1895 to launch the Cuban War of Independence, a resumption of the earlier struggle. Inspired by José Martí--poet, journalist, and ideological spokesman of the revolution--and employing sophisticated guerrilla tactics under the leadership of Máximo Gómez and Antonio Maceo, the revolutionary army took control of the eastern region, declared the Republic of Cuba in September 1895, and sent Maceo's forces to invade the western provinces. By January 1896 rebel forces controlled most of the island, and the Spanish government replaced Martínez Campos with General Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau, who soon became known as El Carnicero ("The Butcher"). In order to deprive the revolutionaries of the rural support on which they depended, Weyler instituted a brutal program of "reconcentration," forcing hundreds of thousands of Cubans into camps in the towns and cities, where they died of starvation and disease by the tens of thousands. In 1897 Spain recalled Weyler, offered home rule to Cuba, and, the next year, ordered the end of reconcentration. All this failed to prevent the Spanish-American War. By the time of the American intervention in April 1898, Maceo had been killed and Spain had control of most of the urban areas, but the rebels still controlled about three-fourths of the island's area, and Cuban resistance to Spanish rule was virtually universal. The war was over by August 12, when the United States and Spain signed a preliminary peace treaty. By the Treaty of Paris of Dec. 10, 1898, Spain withdrew from Cuba. A U.S. occupation force remained for over three years, until the Republic of Cuba was effected on May 20, 1902.

Espronceda y Delgado, José de 1908 - 1842

(b. March 25, 1808, Almendralejo, Spain--d. May 23, 1842, Madrid), Romantic poet and revolutionary, often called the Spanish Lord Byron. He fled Spain in 1826 for revolutionary activities and in London began a tempestuous affair with Teresa Mancha (the subject of Canto a Teresa) which dominated the next 10 years of his life. He participated in the July Revolution of France (1830) and was later allowed to return to Spain, where he was a founder-member of the Republican Party and was imprisoned several times for revolutionary activities. His historical novel Sancho Saldaña (1834), influenced by Sir Walter Scott, was written in prison in Badajoz. El estudiante de Salamanca (1839; "The Student of Salamanca"), a milestone of Iberian Romanticism, is a variant of the Don Juan legend that carries to extremes the antisocial and antireligious attitudes of its protagonist. Espronceda was most admired for his lyric poetry, and his Poesías (1840; "Poems") shows the influence of both Lord Byron and Scott. The unfinished poem El diablo mundo ("The Devilish World") contains ideological reflections and is considered one of his best works. Espronceda served as secretary of the diplomatic legation to The Hague (1840) and deputy to the Cortes from Almeria (1842). He also wrote several plays-Blanca de Borbón (1870), Ni el tío ni el sobrino (1834; "Neither the Uncle nor the Nephew"), and Amor venga sus agravios (1838; "Love Avenges Its Affronts"). 

The West Indies 

The Spanish colonial regime. Christopher Columbus discovered Cuba for Spain during his first voyage, on Oct. 27, 1492. Diego Velázquez began permanent settlement in 1511, founding Baracoa on the northeastern coast with 300 Spaniards and their African slaves. Within five years the island had been divided into seven municipal divisions, including Havana, Puerto Príncipe, Santiago de Cuba, and Sancti Spíritus. Each municipality had its own cabildo, or town council, governing its legal, administrative, and commercial affairs. From 1515, elected representatives of each cabildo formed a body that defended local interests before the royal council, especially matters such as the slave trade and the encomienda (a system that granted to conquistadors a certain number of Indians in a specified area from whom tribute could be exacted). A bishopric, subordinate to Santo Domingo, was founded at Baracoa in 1518 but later moved to Santiago de Cuba. The island's limited gold deposits discouraged early settlement. The colony became a staging ground for the mainland exploration of Yucatán, Florida, and the Gulf Coast. Such expeditions as that of Cortés, which attracted 400 Spaniards and 3,000 Indians, depleted the colonial population. The small number of permanent resident Spanish colonists used the Indians in encomienda. But by 1550 the encomienda was no longer feasible, because the island's Indian population had declined dramatically to about 5,000 because of social dislocation, maltreatment, epidemic diseases, and emigration. Throughout the 17th century, colonial life was made more difficult by the ravages of hurricanes, epidemics, the attacks of rival European countries trying to establish bases in the Caribbean, and pirates. By 1700 peace had returned, and the population had grown to about 50,000. The flota system (regularly scheduled fleets between Spain and Spanish America) increased the commercial and strategic importance of Havana, while ranching, smuggling, and tobacco farming occupied the colonists. The administrative costs depended, however, on irregular subsidies from New Spain until 1808. The 18th century brought intensified agricultural development. The main changes came with the growing dependence on sugarcane cultivation and the importation of African slaves for work on the plantations. In 1740 the Havana Company was formed to stimulate agricultural development by increasing the importation of slaves and regulating the export trade. The company was unsuccessful, selling fewer slaves in 21 years than the British sold during a 10-month occupation of Havana in 1762. Reforms of Charles III of Spain at this time further stimulated the development of the sugar industry. Between 1763 and 1860 the island's population increased from less than 150,000 to more than 1.3 million. Slaves made the most dramatic growth, increasing from 39,000 in the 1770s to some 400,000 in the 1840s. In the 19th century Cuba imported more than 600,000 Africans, most of them after an Anglo-Spanish agreement to terminate the slave trade in 1820. The Cuban insistence on the slave trade raised considerable diplomatic controversy between Spain and Great Britain between 1817 and 1865. In 1838-80 the Cuban sugar industry became the most mechanized in the world, utilizing steam-powered mills and narrow-gauge railroads. Expanding ingenios (sugar mills) dominated the landscape from Havana to Puerto Príncipe, expelling small farmers and destroying the island's famous large hardwood forests. By 1850 the sugar industry accounted for 83 percent of all exports, and in 1860 Cuba produced nearly one-third of the world's sugar. The sugar revolution propelled a new rich class of slave owners to political prominence. Mexican Indians and Chinese augmented the labour force, and in 1865 the African slave trade ended, although slavery was not abolished until 1886. The demands of sugar--labourers, capital, machines, technical skills, and markets--strained interracial relations, aggravated political and economic differences between metropolis and colony, and laid the foundation for the break with Spain in 1898. Spanish colonial administration had been corrupt, inefficient, and inflexible. The United States had shown a lively and growing interest in the island, and expeditions by U.S. filibusters won support in the United States, especially in the Southern slave states. After the 1860s the United States tried many times to purchase the island. Spain's failure to grant political autonomy, while increasing taxes, led to the outbreak of the first war of independence--the Ten Years' War (1868-78)--which led to a military stalemate. The rich sugar producers of western Cuba and the vast majority of the slaves failed to rally to the nationalists, themselves divided over the questions of slavery, complete independence, and annexation to the United States. Spain promised to reform the island's political and economic system at the Convention of Zanjón (1878). Many Cubans, including the nationalist leader Antonio Maceo, however, refused to accept the Spanish conditions. By 1895 the political and economic crisis had grown more severe. U.S. investment had reached $50 million, and its annual trade with Cuba amounted to about $100 million. Cuban political organizations in exile were coordinated and mobilized by the poet and propagandist José Martí. War broke out again on Feb. 24, 1895. Spain deployed more than 200,000 troops. Both sides killed civilians and burned estates and towns. By 1898 commercial activity had come to a standstill. Excited by the "yellow press" and a mysterious explosion aboard the USS Maine in Havana's harbour, the United States declared war on Spain on April 25, 1898. In August Spain signed a peace protocol in Washington, ending hostilities. 

U.S. occupation, 1899-1901. 

Cuban independence, granted by the Treaty of Paris (Dec. 10, 1898), began Jan. 1, 1899, under U.S. occupation. The military governor, General John Brooke, tried to exclude Cubans from government. He disbanded the Cuban army and conducted a census before being replaced by General Leonard Wood, a former military governor of Santiago City. Wood sought to mitigate political division and supervised elections that gave Cuba its first elected president, Tomás Estrada Palma. The military occupation restored normality. The Americans built a number of schools, roads, and bridges; they modernized Havana and deepened its harbour. But Americans were primarily interested in preparing the island for incorporation into the U.S. economic, cultural, and educational systems, and the franchise was designed to eliminate Afro-Cubans from politics. The Platt Amendment (1901) gave the United States the right to oversee Cuba's international commitments, economy, and internal affairs and to establish a naval station at Guantánamo Bay. The Republic of Cuba, 1902-58. A republican administration that began on May 20, 1902, under Tomás Estrada Palma faced difficulties over U.S. influence. Estrada Palma tried to retain power in the 1905 and 1906 elections, which were contested by the Liberals, leading to rebellion and a second U.S. occupation on Sept. 29, 1906. U.S. secretary of war William Howard Taft failed to resolve the dispute, and Estrada Palma resigned. For the United States Charles Magoon administered a provisional government of Cuban civilians under the Cuban flag and constitution. An advisory law commission revised electoral procedures, and on Jan. 28, 1909, Magoon handed over the government to the Liberal president, José Miguel Gómez. Meanwhile, Cuba's economy grew steadily, as sugar prices rose continually until the 1920s. The Gómez administration (1909-13) set a pattern of graft, corruption, maladministration, fiscal irresponsibility, and social insensitivity--especially toward Afro-Cubans--that characterized Cuban politics until 1959. The Afro-Cubans, led by Evaristo Estenoz and Pedro Ivonet, organized to secure better jobs and more political patronage and to protest a ban of political associations based on colour and race. In 1912 government troops put down large demonstrations in Oriente. The pattern of corruption was followed by Mario García Menocal (1913-21), Alfredo Zayas (1921-25), Gerardo Machado (1925-33), Fulgencio Batista (through puppets 1934-39 and himself 1940-44 and 1952-59), Ramón Grau San Martín (1944-48), and Carlos Prío Socarrás (1948-52). Machado and Batista, who overthrew Machado in 1933 with U.S. support, were the most notorious, holding power through manipulation, troops, and assassins. The income from sugar was augmented by vigorous tourism based on hotels, casinos, and brothels; Havana became especially attractive during the years of U.S. Prohibition (1919-33). Yet the prosperity of the 1920s, '40s, and '50s enriched only a few Cubans. For the majority, poverty (especially in the countryside) and lack of public services were appalling: with a national per capita income of $353 in 1958--among the highest in Latin America--unemployment and underemployment were rife, and the average rural worker earned $91 per year. Foreign interests controlled the economy, owning about 75 percent of the arable land, 90 percent of the essential services, and 40 percent of the sugar production. Nevertheless, there was no widespread discontent on Jan. 1, 1959, when Fidel Castro supplanted Batista.

The Castro regime. 

Batista's fall resulted as much from internal decay as from the challenges of Fidel Castro's  26th of July Movement (commemorating Castro's attack on the Moncada military fortress in Santiago on July 26, 1953) or from the Federation of University Students (later absorbed into the Young Communists Union) and other groups. Castro had been a candidate in the aborted elections of 1952. His defense of his part in the Moncada attack, edited and published as "History Will Absolve Me," was a political manifesto. Released from prison in 1955, Castro and some friends went to Mexico to prepare for the overthrow of the Cuban government. An enlarged group, including the Argentinian revolutionary Ernesto (Che)  Guevara, landed in Cuba in December 1956 and were almost annihilated in their first attack. From the Sierra Maestra the survivors fought a guerrilla campaign. When the Fidelistas took control on Jan. 1, 1959, they numbered fewer than 1,000. 

The 26th of July Movement had vague political plans, relatively insignificant support, and totally untested governing skills. They

quickly forged a following from among the poor peasants, the urban workers, the young, and the idealistic of all groups....
