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NEURON 
supports basic, 
translational 
and clinical 
research in the 
diverse fields of 
disease-related 
neuroscience. 
Ministries 
and funding 
organisations 
across Europe, 
Israel, Turkey 
and Canada 
have joined 
forces to combat 
diseases of the 
brain and the 
nervous system.
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Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), Germany.
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Educational video clips focusing 
on neurological and psychiatric 
diseases and their treatment 
options were produced to 
inform the general public about 
the research work done in this 
field. The clips are subtitled in 
several languages and also 
accessible via “YouTube”. 

The NEURON website (www.
neuron-eranet.eu) comprises 
latest news relevant to 
NEURON such as the launch 
of joint calls for research 

ERA-NET NEURON outreach activities 
Several activities serve to inform programme managers, researchers, 
lay groups and the broad public. 

The newsletters summarize relevant events or other activities of 
NEURON. Targeted to the interested public, topics of the scientific 
workshops or the research projects funded by NEURON are addressed. 

ERA-NET NEURON
Background 

Research into the human brain and its diseases is one of the key 
challenges of the 21st century. Brain disorders have become an 
increasingly heavy burden on our societies. Not just for those 
afflicted with the disease, but for their families too, and thus reflect 
one of the major causes of impaired quality of life. Among the many 
diseases affecting health, brain disorders generate enormous costs 
and are a challenge for policy makers and researchers alike. Despite 
the progress made in understanding the molecular mechanisms 
of various neurological and psychiatric disorders, research is still far 
from being able to offer solutions for how to conquer them and the 
development of curative treatments or prevention strategies has 
not been, to date, very successful. In many cases the underlying 
mechanisms are still not properly understood. 

Therefore, the ERA-NET NEURON aims to fund research 
directed at a better understanding of the causes of disease and 
its progression which could open the way for new or improved 
routes for diagnosis and therapy. Funded by the European 
Commission the ERA-NET NEURON coordinates national and 
regional programmes for disease-related neuroscience research 
in participant funding organisations across European Member 
States, associated countries and Canada. 

ERA-NET NEURON main activities 
Funding of research projects is the core activity of NEURON.  
Joint transnational calls (JTCs) in the field of disease-related 
neuroscience are launched annually to attract researchers and 
small and medium-size enterprises  from partnering countries to 
form multinational consortia to perform joint research projects in 
basic neuroscience, neurology or psychiatry. Call topics are usually 
kept broad to cover various aspects of a research field and to allow 

The participants of the NEURON Cofund kick-off: scientists, ministry representatives 
and project managers of funding agencies. Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(BMBF) in Berlin, Germany, January 2016.

for participation of different disciplines in the projects. International 
peer-review panels assess the research projects and recommend on 
the funding of the best projects from those applied. 

In 2015 a Strategic Research Agenda, framing the future scientific focus 
of NEURON was developed by international experts and published 
online. The implementation of this framework including the surveyed 
feedback of professional and patient organisations is a major goal of 
NEURON in the coming years.

Scientific workshops are an important instrument of maintaining a 
dialogue between programme managers and the scientific community.

The Excellent Paper in Neuroscience Award (EPNA) addresses early 
career scientists (ECS) and is one of NEURON’s support activities for 
this particular group. The annual award is bestowed upon the most 
remarkable and outstanding scientific publications by an ECS in the field 
of disease-related neurosciences. The award laureates present their 
work in a designated symposium during an international conference. 
This offers high visibility to the  ECS and to NEURON. 

Right to left: NEURON coordinator, PD Dr. Marlies Dorlöchter, Dr. Anai Gonzalez Cordero, 
the winner of the 2014 EPNA award, Dr. Erkki Raulo, in charge of management of EPNA 
activity in NEURON.

Austria | Belgium | Canada | Finland | France | Germany | Israel | Italy | Latvia | Netherlands | Norway | Poland | Portugal | Romania | Slovakia | Spain | Turkey | UK

applications, the excellent paper award, interviews and articles 
as well as background information on past calls and on all 
participating organizations. 

NEURON’s Facebook page intends to address the science 
community at large, ECS and the broad public with NEURON’s 
brief news, pictures and links to the newsletters and video clips.
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On January 1
9, 2010, E

RA Net N
EURON 

announced the publication of its
 third Joint 

Call fo
r application: "E

uropean Research 

projects o
n mental diso

rders"
.  O

ver 1
00 

application involvin
g 400 sc

ientist
s fr

om  

11 partic
ipating countrie

s s
ubmitte

d  

pre-proposals t
o the Joint C

all se
cretariat.  

Decisio
ns o

n pre-proposals w
ill  

be announced in May 2
010, and the 

deadline for fu
ll p

roposals s
ubmiss

ion  

is J
une 15.  

Final fu
nding decisio

ns w
ill b

e made on 

October 2
010, and funding of se

lected 

projects w
ill s

tart in
 early 

2011. 

ERA-Net 
Neuron
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Europ
ean

 res
ear

ch proje
cts

 on
  

"Deve
lop

ment an
d ad

van
cem

ent in
 meth

ods a
nd tec

hnolo
gie

s 

tow
ard

s th
e u

nder
sta

nding o
f br

ain
 disea

ses
"

In January 2
009, th

e ERA-Net N
EURON launched a joint tr

ansnational call fo
r p

roposals f
ocusse

d on innovative
 

technologies in
 neuroscience. The sc

ope of th
is c

all w
as n

ot th
e funding of pure technology d

evelopment p
er 

se. R
esearch projects h

ad to be hypothesis
-drive

n and combine cuttin
g-edge technological developments w

ith 

a clear, s
ubsta

ntial re
search questio

n. There was n
o sh

arp restri
ction concerning the sp

ecific
 technologies o

r 

methodologies u
sed in the applications. T

hese could include im
aging techniques (i

ncluding optical, M
R and PET 

techniques), 
molecular and genetic approaches, s

tem cells a
nd neural diffe

rentiation in relation with cell th
erapy, 

gene targeting in the brain, electric
al and magnetic brain sti

mulation, m
olecular m

odelling techniques a
nd others. 

81 consortia
 comprisi

ng 325 research groups fr
om 10 countrie

s s
ubmitte

d their p
roposals. 

Of th
ese,  

10 consortia
 have sta

rted working sin
ce February 2

010, su
pported by a

 funding vo
lume of about 10 millio

n 

euros. T
he 10 funded projects a

re briefly d
escribed on the following pages.
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 More information can be found in our web page 

http://www.neuron-eranet.eu/index.php
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Intermediate Symposium of the First Transnational Call of ERA Net NEURON on 

"Neurodegenerativediseases of the central nervous system”, in Rome, Italy

Foreword 

Marlies Dorlöchter, ERA-Net NEURON coordinator 

 

Neurodegenerative diseases are a growing burden to industrialized 

countries. With increasing life expectancies in modern societies, 

prevalences of neurodegenerative disorders are rising dramatically. 

Support of research into this field is of the utmost urgency for funding 

organizations. Effective interventions for neurodegenerative disorders 

need to be uncovered in the near future to avoid staggering financial, 

societal and emotional costs of such aging-related brain disorders.  

For this reason, in 2008, ERA-Net NEURON launched its first joint 

call for proposals on “Neurodegenerative diseases of the central 

nervous system”. Twelve projects comprising 45 subprojects from ten 

countries were funded for three years with a total funding volume 

of about ten million euros. By now, projects are half-way through their 

runtime: Time for an interim evaluation! Project leaders presented 

their first results at the ERA-Net NEURON intermediate symposium 

in Rome. Collaborations proved to be buzzing, first exciting results 

were reported and even publications in top-class journals such as 

“Science” and “Nature” could be listed. 

We can say as early as today that research supported by ERA-Net 

NEURON will be contributing substantially to a better understanding 

of neurodegenerative diseases. We are very much looking forward to 

the next 1.5 years.

The new topic for the 

4th NEURON joint call for proposals 

will be: “European Research 

Projects on Cerebrovascular 

Diseases”. The call will be launched 

in  early 2011. 

The review process 

of the 3rd joint call for proposals 

"European Research Projects on 

Mental Disorders" is finalized. Eleven 

proposals were selected for funding 

with a total budget of 9.8 m €. 

Detailed information on the funded 

projects will be published soon.  

The winner of 

the 2nd “ERA-Net NEURON Young 

scientists paper award” is Jens 

Schwamborn for his work with the 

Austrian Academy of Sciences. He 

will be awarded 5000 € and will 

be invited to a major neuroscience 

meeting of his choice.

NEWS FROM 

ERA NET NEURON

 More information can be found in our web page 

http://www.neuron-eranet.eu/index.php

Funded by the European Commission
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ERA-Net NEURON has just started its fifth year of activity. All partners are participants to the submission of a new proposal NEURON II to the EC for another funding period. In addition, Belgium, Iceland, Portugal, and Turkey joined in the proposal. In January 18, 2011, ERA Net NEURON published the fourth Joint Transnational Call for applications: "European Research Projects on Cerebrovascular Diseases".  The submission deadline for pre-proposals was March 9, 2011. Decisions on pre-proposals will be announced in May 2011, and the deadline for full proposals submission is June 15, 2011. In the next newsletter we will publish a summary on the workshop on Transfer Technology which took place in Montréal in January 2011

 European research projects  
on Mental Disorders In January 2010, ERA-Net NEURON launched a joint transnational call 

for proposals focused on Mental Disorders.
 The aim of the call was to enable multi-national collaborative research 

projects addressing major issues relating to mental disorders. 

Proposals received in response to the Call covered a wide spectrum 

of issues:  from understanding basic mechanisms of mental disorders 

to proof-of-concept clinical studies in man. Among those were 

research projects on depression and bipolar disorders, schizophrenia 

and psychotic disorders, phobia and anxiety disorders, substance use 

disorders, autism and mental retardation and other mental disorders. 

103  consortia comprising 402 research groups from 11 countries 

submitted their proposals. Of these, 11 applications were approved 

for funding with a total volume of about 10 million €. These are briefly 

described on the following pages.

Minutes 

 NEURON CSC meeting Rome, October, 2010 
3

II. Call Statistics
Pre-proposals 

No of submitted pre-proposals: 103 
Involved research groups: 402 
Total budget requested: 80 mio € 
Successful = invited to full proposal step: 32 

Distribution of research groups in pre-proposals.       Distribution of diseases in pre-proposals:  
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other
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Depression and bipolar disorders
35%

Schizophrenia and psychotic disorders
21%

Phobia and anxiety disorders
14%

Addiction
12%

Autism and mental retardation
10%

Full proposals 
No of submitted full proposals: 32 
Involved research groups: 128 
Total budget requested: 27 mio € Successful = selected for funding: 11 

Involved research groups: 47 
Total budget requested: 9.8 mio € 
Female PIs: 14 out of 47 = 30 % Distribution of research groups in full proposals.  

Distribution of diseases in 11 proposals 
selected for funding:  
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III. Next steps As soon as possible, applicants will be informed centrally by e-mails from the Joint Call Se-

cretariat (JCS, Rainer Girgenrath) and may in parallel or thereafter be informed by each 

funding organization separately, as is required in the respective national regulations. 

Distribution of diseases in 11 proposals selected for funding 

 More information can be found in our web page 

http://www.neuron-eranet.eu/index.php

Funded by the 

European Commission
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The ultimate aim of biomedical research is the improvement of people’s health and quality of 

life through the development of new therapeutic methods, diagnostic tools and health care. We 

are well aware, however, that the path from scientific discovery to beneficial applications for the 

patient - from ‘bench to bedside’ so to say - is costly, rife with failure, and lengthy. 

The ERA-Net Neuron and its consortium partners are investing approximately 30 M€ in projects on 

neurodegenerative diseases of the central nervous system, mental health, and the development 

and advancement in methods and technologies towards the understanding of brain diseases. 

ERA-Net Neuron is particularly interested in understanding the flow of knowledge from bench to 

bedside as well as from bench to market in view of valorising its investment into neuroscience 

research. Within the frame of the ERA-Net Neuron programme, we brought together a range of 

practitioners (SMEs, Pharma Industry), policy-actors and academics in a workshop to discuss 

about the challenges of technology transfer. The workshop provided a forum for participants to 

share their experiences, analyses or thoughts on the practices, barriers and policy implications of 

technology transfer. Nowadays, knowledge and technology transfer is high on the agenda. We see 

it being discussed in medical technology for assisted living, diagnostic therapeutic technologies, 

public health applications, or molecular therapeutics for example. With the help of concrete 

project examples in different neuroscience application fields, we asked the speakers to comment 

on what are useful policy measures, best practices, programmes, etc. to improve the applicability 

and usability of knowledge in the life sciences?

“WORKSHOP ON TRANSFERRING TECHNOLOGY FROM 

BENCH TO BEDSIDE: PRACTICES, BARRIERS AND POLICIES”

THE QUESTIONS THAT WE WANTED SPEAKERS TO ADDRESS WERE: 

What concept of technology transfer should we put to practice and work with? 

What are the best practices for technology transfer? 

What can we learn from success stories in the various fields? 

What makes technology transfer difficult? 

What are the barriers that have to be considered and surmounted? 

What types of measures and policy programmes are adapted to foster technology transfer?

The workshop was of practical policy relevance in that discussions are due to inform and improve 

policies and programmes for the consortium partners on the national level in this area and also 

within the ERA-NET Neuron II programme . 


